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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed 05/28/2004 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. 

Claim 19, Applicant argues, "...The reference has nothing to do with creating and 
managing a favorite channels list. Contrary to the contention of the Examiner, there is 
no teaching of any kind of automated adding of channels without user intervention as 
claimed." 

In response, the Examiner respectfully disagrees with Applicant and 
reemphasizes again that Schein '91 1 discloses a computer system (Fig. 3) to 
dynamically manage favorite channels based on user specified theme (CoL 12, lines 12- 
20 and 26-65) and automatically adding each one of the channels to a favorites channel 
list without user intervention by searching the guide and determine which programs with 
associated channels or which channels with associated programs to be included in the 
favorite channels list. 

As to "Favorite channels list", the Examiner directs Applicant to Fig. 6D to further 
support "favorite channels list" with its "Channel" column that contains channels, i.e. 
ABC, PBS,TCC... 

In response to Applicant' s argument regarding to the rejections based on the 
combination of Schein '91 1 patent and the Kostreski patent, the Examiner states 
again (see above discussion) that Schein '91 1 teaches all the limitations in the 
based claims 19, 24 and 25. As to claims 1 and 8, Schein discloses all the 
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limitations but limitation " one or more logical channels " and "channel map services to 
map a logical channel number with corresponding physical channel and physical 
device" of the Schein 's Favorite channel list. Kostreski taught these limitations by 
showing one or more logical channel (Fig. 5 and Col.28, lines 40-Col.29, lines 34). 
The secondary program maps 520a and 520b both provide the same RF and PIP 
values for CBS, ABC, NBC and FOX; therefore, Kostreski discloses an arrangement 
that enables VIPs to share sources within the reserved section 522 (Col. 29, lines 14- 
29 and Col.29, lines 35-Col.30, Iines33). Furthermore, Kostreski teaches each 
logical channel "SEL," uniquely identifies a corresponding physical channel "VIP 
StarSight "for popular network such as CBS, ABC, NBC and FOX regardless the 
user select "VIP StarSight" or "VIP BVS". Therefore, it would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify Schein 's 
91 1 by mapping favorite channel listed to corresponding logical (virtual) channels, as 
taught by Kostreski, in order to present to user an list of programs (EPG) in an 
organized, structured format adapted for ease of use by the user as suggested by 
Kostreski (Col.3, lines 15-57). 

For at least the reason set forth above, the rejection is maintained. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 
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(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

1. Claims 19, 22-25 and 28-29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Schein (US 632391 1 ). 

Regarding claim 19, Schein 's 91 1 discloses a computer system to 
dynamically manage favorite channels (Fig. 3) based on user specified theme (Col. 
12, lines 26-65) the computerized system comprising: 

As to "identifying one or more channels showing an event of a user specified 
theme" and "automatically adding each of the channel to a favorite channel list 
wherein such adding does not require user intervention", the Examiner cites Fig. 9A- 
9F; specifically "...the system will then automatically search the guide to determine 
which programs include the specified performers. In addition, the system may be 
configured to continuously perform this search as new programs appear in 
the guide each day." In doing so, the system automatically adds programs that 
correspond to user criteria/theme from the master/general guide into the favorite 
channel list; Col. 12, lines 55-62; 

As to "wherein the step of identifying is achieved by matching one or more 
event themes from an EPG content database to the user specified theme," the 
Examiner cites (Col. 12, lines 12-20) and regarding "including each one of the 
channels in the favorites list" the Examiner cites (Col. 12, lines 55-57; Notes: 
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Favorite list Fig. 6D with Channel Column that contains channels, i.e. ABC, PBS, 
TCC...); 

As to "user specified theme corresponds to a theme field of events in an EPG 
content database" the Examiner cites Col. 12, lines 15-20 and lines 57-62. 

Regarding claim 22, Schein's 91 1 discloses "wherein the channels identified 
during the step of identifying depend on an update frequency of the EPG content 
database and a number of time slots includes In the favorite channels list" is met by 
Schein's 91 1 (Col. 12, lines 60-61) because the EPG content is notoriously well 
known to be updated either "periodically", "cyclical" or "caroussel" mode by the 
headend in which the favorite channel list depends on the newly updated EPG data 
for identifying newly updated Channels. For example, a complete new schedule is 
sent to subscribers on a daily, weekly, or some other periodic basis, with no data 
sent in between complete schedule updates. In this case, the housekeeping routine 
need only be ain In advance of the next schedule. On the other hand, "cyclical" 
mode of operation, when all of the data In a schedule has been sent, transmission of 
schedule data updates immediately begins. Each subsequent transmission Includes 
updates to schedule information already stored in the EPG as well as new data for 
the end of the covered time period. Any schedule data that has expired since the 
last transmission is not sent. Because new records are constantly received by the 
EPG. the housekeeping routine must be invoked more frequently than periodically in 
which complete new program schedules are sent on a daily or other periodic basis. 
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Regarding clainns 23 and 29, Schein 91 1 further discloses the step of 
identifying is achieved by nnatching one or more words in an event description from 
the EPG content Database to the user specific theme (Col. 12, lines 5-65). 

Regarding claim 24, Schein 's 91 1 further discloses a computer 
(motherboard, processor, RAM, etc... Fig. 3) comprising: 

A processor 68 (Col.7, lines 18-28); 

A computer readable medium 66 (Fig.3, Col. 7, lines 18-25); 

A plurality of computer instructions (Col.7, lines 30-37) executed from the 
computer readable medium by the processor for performing the step of identifying 
one or more channels showing an event of a user specified theme (Col, 12, lines 12- 
20) and automatically adding each one of the channels to a favorite channel list 
without user intervention (Fig. 9A-9F; specifically "...the system will then 
automatically search the guide to determine which programs include the specified 
performers. In addition, the system may be configured to continuously perform 
this search as new programs appear In the guide each day/' In doing so, the 
system automatically adds programs that correspond to user criteria/theme from the 
master/general guide into the favorite channel list; Col. 12, lines 55-62; Notes: 
Favorite list Fig. 6D with Channel Column that contains channels, i.e. ABC, PBS, 
TCC...). 
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Note Schein 's 91 1 software clearly meets "the plurality of computer 
instructions" because "software" comprises a plurality of computer instructions. 



Regarding claim 25, see analysis of claims 19 and 24. 

Regarding claim 28, Schein's 91 1 discloses "the step of identifying depend on 
an update frequency of the EPG content database and a number of time slots 
includes in the favorite channels list" is met by Schein's 91 1 (Col. 12, lines 60-61) 
because the EPG content is notoriously well known to be updated either 
"periodically", "cyclical" or "caroussel" mode by the headend in which the favorite 
channel list depends on the newly updated EPG data. For example, a complete new 
schedule is sent to subscribers on a daily, weekly, or some other periodic basis, with 
no data sent in between complete schedule updates. In this case, the housekeeping 
routine need only be run in advance of the next schedule. On the other hand, 
"cyclical" mode of operation, when all of the data in a schedule has been sent, 
transmission of schedule data updates immediately begins. Each subsequent 
transmission includes updates to schedule information already stored in the EPG as 
well as new data for the end of the covered time period. Any schedule data that has 
expired since the last transmission is not sent. Because new records are constantly 
received by the EPG, the housekeeping routine must be invoked more frequently 
than periodically in which complete new program schedules are sent on a daily or 
other periodic basis. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Schein 

(US 632391 1 ) in view of Kostreski et al (US 5734589). 

Regarding claim 1 , Schein 's 91 1 discloses a computer system for managing 

favorite channels (Fig. 3) based on user specified theme (Col. 12, lines 26-65) the 

computerized system comprising: 

One or more favorite channel lists (Notes: Favorite list Fig. 6D with Channel 
Column that contains channels, I.e. ABC, PBS, TCC...), the favorite channel lists 
comprising one or more channels relating to the user specified theme/criteria 
(performers, categories, series as a whole, etc.), wherein the computerized system 
identifies the channels/programs showing an event of the user specified theme (criteria) 
and automatically adds each of channels/programs to the favorite channel list without 
user intervention (Fig. 9A-9F; specifically "...the system will then automatically search 
the guide to determine which programs Include the specified perfomriers. In addition, 
tiie system may be configured to continuously perform this search as new 
programs appear in the guide each day." In doing so, the system automatically adds 
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programs that correspond to user criteria/theme from the master/general guide into the 
favorite channel list; Col. 12, lines 55-62); 

A favorites database for storing one or more favorite channel lists is met by "a 
memory stores the television programs that have been selected by the viewer. The 
programs can be selected for a variety of reasons, such as a designated the 
program as a favorite"; Col. 1 1 , lines 54-59; Thus programs selected that correspond 
to user criteria/theme stores in the memory is a favorite database. 

Schein 's 91 1 does not clearly disclose one or more logical channels of the 
favorite channel list; however, Schein 's 91 1 discloses the favorite channel list 
related to user specified theme as discussed above. 

Kostreski shows one or more logical channel (Fig.5 and Col.28, lines 40- 
Col.29, lines 34). The secondary program maps 520a and 520b both provide the 
same RF and PIP values for CBS, ABC, NBC and FOX; therefore, Kostreski 
discloses an arrangement that enables VI Ps to share sources within the reserved 
section 522 (Col.29, lines 14-29 and Col.29, lines 35-Col.30, Iines33). Furthermore, 
Kostreski teaches each logical channel "SEL." uniquely identifies a corresponding 
physical channel "VIP StarSight "for popular network such as CBS, ABC, NBC and 
FOX regardless the user select "VIP StarSight" or "VIP BVS". 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify Schein 's 91 1 by mapping favorite channel 
listed to corresponding logical (virtual) channels, as taught by Kostreski, in order to 
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present to user an list of programs (EPG) in an organized, structured format adapted 
for ease of use by tlie user as suggested by Kostreski (Col.3, lines 15-57). 

Regarding claim 2, Schein 's 911 furtlier discloses an EPG (Fig.4A) content 
database storing a plurality of events available on one or more channels for a period 
of time (Col. 12, lines 12-18). Note "period of time" is read on period of time in which 
the current EPG will be updated by the headend from Schein's 911 (Col. 12, lines 
60-61). The EPG content is notoriously well known to be updated either 
"periodically", "cyclical" or "caroussel" mode by the headend in which the favorite 
channel list depends on the newly updated EPG data. For example, a complete new 
schedule is sent to subscribers on a daily, weekly, or some other periodic basis, with 
no data sent in between complete schedule updates. In this case, the housekeeping 
routine need only be run in advance of the next schedule. On the other hand, 
"cyclical" mode of operation, when all of the data in a schedule has been sent, 
transmission of schedule data updates immediately begins. Each subsequent 
transmission includes updates to schedule information already stored in the EPG as 
well as new data for the end of the covered time period. Any schedule data that has 
expired since the last transmission is not sent. Because new records are constantly 
received by the EPG. the housekeeping routine must be invoked more frequently 
than periodically in which complete new program schedules are sent on a daily or 
other periodic basis. 
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Regarding claim 3, Schein 's 91 1 furtfier discloses wherein the user specified 
theme corresponds to a theme field of events in an EPG content database (Col. 12, 
lines 1 5-20 and lines 57-62). 

Regarding claim 4, Schein 's 91 1 further discloses an EPG data services for 
managing the EPG content Database, the EPG data services providing functions for 
loading EPG -type (mode Favorite only; Fig. 6D; Col. 11, lines 5-11) data from one 
or more data services (different program sources; see fig. 4A-B; 6A-B; 7A) (Col.9, 
lines 19-65+). 

Regarding claim 5, Schein 's 91 1 further discloses a favorites service . 
providing one or more user interfaces and a plurality of management functions for 
each one of the favorite channel lists (Fig. 9B-F; and Col. 12, lines 37-65). 

Regarding claim 6, Schein 's 91 1 further discloses wherein the management 
functions include at least one function selected from the group of functions 
consisting of: adding a favorite event to one of the favorite channel lists ("a 
confirmation panel(not shown) may appear that allows the viewer to o.k. the action"), 
and selecting a favorite event from one of the favorite channel lists (Fig.9C; Col.12, 
lines 36-50); removing a favorite event from one of the favorite channel lists (Fig. 9D; 
Col. 12, lines 50-53). 
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Regarding claim 7, Kostreski further discloses a channel map service for 
determining a physical channel number and a corresponding physical device for 
each one of the logical channels (Fig.5). 

Regarding claim 8, see analysis of claim 1, in combination with claims 5-7. 
Regarding claim 9, see analysis of claim 7. 
Regarding claim 10, see analysis of claim 6. 
Regarding claim 1 1 , see analysis of claim 1 . 
Regarding claim 1 2, see analysis of claim 2. 

3. Claims 20-21 and 26-27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Schein (US 632391 1 ) in view of Schein (US 6002394). 

Regarding claims 20 and 21 , Schein 's 91 1 does not clearly discloses the 
EPG content database include 'event sub-theme' or 'generic event sub-theme' as 
claimed; however, Schein 's 91 1 discloses the step of identifying is achieved by 
matching theme from an EPG content database to the user specified theme. 

Schein 's 394 shows the structure of an EPG database with theme ID (see 
Fig.4) that corresponds to 'Theme ID of a Theme Category Table' (Fig. 8). 
Moreover the Theme Category Table (Fig. 8) has a relational field 'Theme Sub- 
category handle Table' which has a relationship with the 'Theme ID #' field of the 
Theme Subcategory table (Fig.9; Col. 10, lines 60-Col. 11, lines 1 1) according to the 
well-known Relational Database's theory. Therefore, it would have been obvious to 
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one of ordinary skill in the art at ttie time the invention was made to modify Schein 's 
91 1 with Schein 's 394 to have an EPG content database include 'event sub-theme' 
or 'generic event sub-theme', as taught by Schein 's 394, so to provide to user an 
accurate way to query a program with a specific theme/sub-theme entry (Schein 's 
394; Col. 11, lines 15-45). 

Regarding claims 26 and 27, see analysis of claims 20-21 . 

Conclusion 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth In 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action Is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any Inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Hay Tran whose telephone number is 703-308-7372. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Christopher C. Grant can be reached on 703-305-4755. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 

Infonnation regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status infonnation for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more infonnation about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

HT:ht 

08/22/2004 




